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In 1909 Nevada Governor Denver 
Dickerson and his family moved into 
the spanking new Nevada Governor’s 
Mansion in Carson City, Nevada. One 
hundred years later, the old house has 
provided refuge for the state’s last eigh-
teen first families.

This book is not about politics or 
government. It’s about the everyday lives 
of those first families who have called the 
Governor’s Mansion home for the past 
century. 

It’s about important things like exqui-
site state dinners and balls, and frivo-
lous things like a family pet that ate the 
governor’s inauguration cake. It’s about 
famous visitors like JFK, Will Rogers 

100 Years in the Nevada 
Governor’s Mansion

and Harry Truman, and not-so-famous 
people like Fannie Tuczek who served as 
cook and housekeeper for six administra-
tions. 

The Nevada Governor’s Mansion is 
a remarkable place, and the eighteen 
first families who have called it home are 
special people. This is their story. 

• Author appearances, book signings, 
media interviews 

• National newspaper ad campaign

• Book website 

NevadaGovernorsMansion.com
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Jack Harpster has 
lived in Nevada 
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in Reno with his 
wife Cathy.
Harpster retired 
in 2002 following 
a forty-three year career on the busi-
ness management side of the newspaper 
industry. He is also the author of John 
Ogden, the Pilgrim (1609 – 1682): A Man of 
More Than Ordinary Mark; Helping Hands, 
Helping Hearts: The Story of Opportunity 
Village; and The Railroad Tycoon Who Built 
Chicago: A Biography of William B. Ogden.
His latest biography, The Slot Machine 
King: William “Si” Redd, a Life, will be pub-
lished in 2010; and a historical narrative 
of a 16-year old Revolutionary War sol-
dier, Captive! The Story of David Ogden and 
the Iroquois, is under review by a national 
academic publisher. 
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— Winston Churchill

We shape our buildings, 
and afterwards our 
buildings shape us.
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